Science 8 Unit 5
salt water - water such as ocean water and sea water that has a high salt content
fresh water - water such as lake, river, pond, and well water that most organisms can drink or use for life functions
water cycle - cycle of distribution of the Earth's water as it evaporates from bodies of water, condenses, precipitates and returns to those bodies of water
water quantity -the amount of water
water quality - the characteristic of water that makes it suitable or unsuitable for certain purposes

glacier - a large moving mass of compressed ice or snow
ice cap - a large domed shape glacier that flows outwards from its centre and covers a large area
icefield - an area that feeds two or more glaciers
valley glacier - a glacier that forms between mountain ranges
continental glacier - a glacier or ice sheet that covers all or a significant part of a continent
icefall - a frozen waterfall made when a glacier flows over a steep cliff
crevasse - a deep fissure or crack in the ice
pack ice - a floating sheet of ice rarely more than 5m thick that breaks easily
icebergs - large chunks of floating ice that break loose or calve from continental glaciers as the glaciers flow downslope in the ocean
calve - when large chunks of ice break off from the edge of a glacier and become icebergs
striations - scratches made in rocks by rock fragments carried by glaciers
cirques - bowl shaped basins eroded by valley glaciers
arête - a mountain ridge carved by two or more glaciers from several directions
horn - a sharp mountain peak carved by glaciers
till - unsorted material deposited by a glacier
moraine - a landform made of glacial till
outwash - material deposited from the meltwater of a glacier
esker - a winding ridge made of sand and gravel formed by streams that flow beneath a glacier
millwell - a rounded hole in the ice formed by a stream as it melts its way downward through the ice
ice ages - any of the major periods when glaciers covered most of the Earth

surface water - fresh water system above ground
ground water - the water that has seeped down under the Earth's surface to a depth of about 100m
lakes - a large area of water surrounded by land; deeper than a pond
pond - a body of standing water, smaller than a lake and surrounded by land
clarity - a measure of how clear water is; determined by the amount of matter suspended in it
wetlands - areas such as swamps, marshes and bogs occurring in low areas; important habitats
streams - small, fast flowing bodies of water
rivers - large, fast flowing bodies of water
watershed - an area of land that drains into a body of water
run-off - rain water that flows off a land surface
Continental Divide - in North America, the continuous ridge of mountains that divide the continent into two drainage areas
headwaters - the source of a water shed
outflow - the water that flows out of a watershed
erosion - the movement of sediments from one place to another
deposition - the process in which eroded materials are dropped or left
streamflow - the speed and amount of water discharged by a watershed
permeable - allowing materials to pass through
impermeable - not allowing materials to pass through
aquifer - an area of porous rock with a water system flowing through it
water table - in the ground, the level  beneath which porous rocks are saturated with water
point sources - sources of pollution that are small and defined
non-point sources - sources of pollution that come from a wide area
flood plain - bordering a river or stream, a flat area of land that is naturally subject to flooding; made up largely of soil deposited by floods

salinity - the amount of salts dissolved in a liquid
ocean ridges - long undersea mountain chains that run along the centre of the oceans
trenches - narrow, steep-sided canyons along the margins of the sea floor
continental shelf - the gradual sloping area between a sea coast and the edge of a ocean basin
continental slope - a steep slope dividing a continental shelf from an ocean basin
swells -  a long smooth wave near the shore caused by winds and storms far out at sea
waves - a large ripple of water set in motion by steady winds
breaker - a wave that breaks or collapses into foam when it reaches shallow water or a beach
longshore currents - ocean currents that run parallel to the shore
tides - the slow rise and fall of the ocean's surface, caused by the gravitational pull of the Sun and Moon
spring tides - the largest tidal movements; occur when the Earth, Moon and the Sun are lined up
neap tides - the smallest tidal movements; occur when lines pointing from the Earth to the Sun and the Moon are perpendicular to each other
tidal range - the difference in the water level between high tide and low tide
currents - a broad or continuous movement of water in an ocean or other body of water
trade winds - near the equator, winds that travel from the east to drive ocean currents westward
westerly winds - in temperate zones, winds that blow from the west that drive ocean currents eastward
heat capacity - the thermal energy needed to raise the temperature of 1Kg of a substance by 1°C

algae - type of aquatic microorganism capable of photosynthesis
algal bloom - a problematic population explosion of algae, usually caused by excessive nutrients
biomagnification - concentration of a toxin as it moves up through the food chain
sea-floor vents - a crack in the ocean floor that releases heat and minerals
chemosynthesis -the process of making food using energy from chemical reactions; carried out by bacteria around sea floor vents

hard water - water that contains large amounts of dissolve salts
soft water - water that contains less salts than hard water
toxic substances - poisonous substances
bioindicator species - sensitive or important species whose numbers can show the health of an ecosystem
water management - the process of maintaining a safe water supply
potable -
sewage - waste materials that pass through sewers
septic tank - large under ground container that stores sewage
effluent - wastewater from a septic tank; liquid industrial waste
